
www.manaraa.com

Asian Agricultural Research 2018, 10(12): 26-29, 32 

on Analysis 
Alleviation 

Xuetao LI' 

the Impact of Folk 

DOl: 10. 19601/j. cnki. issn1943 -9903. 2018. 12.006 

Custom on Targeted Poverty 

College of Economics and Management, Hubei University of Automotive Technology, Shiyan 442002, China 

Abstract Folk custom is specific embodiment of regional economy, society and culture, which has certain impact on targeted poverty allevia

tion work. Under the background, by analyzing logical relationship between folk custom and targeted poverty alleviation, and combining actual 

work experience, its impact on targeted poverty alleviation work is summarized. Analysis results show that folk custom has an active role in pov

erty alleviation through education, tourism and industry, and could obstruct poverty returning to certain degree. But its dross part brings stub

born conservatism, which hinders progress of regional thinking, reduces the effect of poverty alleviation, affects local people's behavior choice, 

and also obstructs popularization of poverty alleviation projects. Therefore, it needs conducting necessary guide and management of folk custom 

in targeted poverty alleviation work, changing existing habits and customs , developing advantages and avoiding disadvantages , which could im

prove the accuracy of poverty alleviation , and better achieve the goal of poverty alleviation. 
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1 Introduction 
Folk custom is not only the accumulation of cultural history of hu
man beings in millennium but also the crystallization of people's 

wisdom of all generations and survival trace of ancestors from gen
eration to generation. Even if in today when culture is changing 

with each passing day, folk custom still has a profound impact on 

people's daily life. Folk custom is a microcosm of the social state 
in a region. It not only could affect people's thinking mode , lifes

tyle and behavior choice but also has implicit influence on regional 
economic development. The effect of folk custom on regional eco
nomic development has secrecy and persistence , but it is ignored 

by most of people due to its recessive characteristics. The research 
aims to reveal double effects of folk custom on targeted poverty al

leviation. It hopes to promote organic combination between folk 
custom and targeted poverty alleviation, making that poverty alle

viation way by folk custom is more efficient , practical and applica
ble. 

2 Economic connotation of folk custom 
Economic connotation of folk custom is mainly embodied m its 
economic value and function. As a kind of characteristic culture, 

folk custom is beneficial to industrialization development of enter
prises and promotion of regional comprehensive competitiveness. 

As a kind of characteristic resource , folk custom drives the devel
opment of many industries by its rich culture connotation, and en-
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riches itself in continuous development. 
2.1 Economic value 
2.1.1 Industrialization of folk custom. At present, folk custom 

tourism is popular with consumers , and economic benefits are be

corning increasingly prominent. Its potential value is gradually dug 
in each area, to drive the development of local tourism. Rapid 

economic development makes that people start to pursue a more 

le isurely environment, and the spiritual needs are increasingly 
prominent. Folklore tourism emerges as the times requires with 

distinct national , regional and peculiar characte ristics , attracing a 

large number of tourists. Moreover, the linkage effect of folklore 

tourism is also increasingly apparent. It drives not only the devel
opment of tourism but also the development of handicraft, service , 

catering and other industries , effectively solves local employment 

and income increase, and brings great economic benefits. By right 
of its strong driving force, folk custom promotes perfection and op

timization of industrial chain structure, making increasing indus

trialization of small enterprises, and forming complete industrial 

framework. 
2. 1. 2 Increasing capitalization of folk custom. Capitalization of 

one resource shows as that it has the function of preserving and in

creasing value at the same time. Due to special culture value, folk 
custom could stand in the ever-changing historical stream for a 

long time , and the value of remaining folk custom is growing in

stead of loss. At present , it is committed to fostering new econom

ic growth points in many regions, and folk custom subordinating to 
ideology becomes excavation focus . As a kind of intangible assets , 

people sufficiently play the value of folk custom, and make it con

tinuously create new value , thereby possessing the attribute of 

capital. In material production, folk custom is the endogenous mo
tivation of commodities maintaining and increasing value. Mean

while as a kind of mentality, it brings win-win of economic and so

cial benefits . 
2.1. 3 Enhance core competitiveness of regional economy. Com-
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prehensive strength in a region contains economic, political and 

cultural aspects. As the constituent part of core competitiveness, 

culture is the internal motivation of regional economic growth, 
which provides a solid theoretical foundation for economic develop

ment , and ensures sustainable and stable economic growth. Folk 

custom is a part of culture , has the role that can not be ignored on 
growth of regional economy, becomes special cultural resource uti
lized by contemporary industry , and promotes regional economic 
growth. At present, it enhances protection and inheritance of folk 

custom in many areas, making it better service for growth of re
gional economy[l l . Via its bright features , folk custom provides a 

steady stream of momentum for culture industry, making it main

tain vigour , vitality and competitiveness. Folk custom not only 
promotes regional productivity and econonlic development, and 

meets people's material needs, but also maintains people's emo

tions and meets people's spiritual needs. Moreover, its linkage 
effect promotes the development and progress of the whole society, 
enhances local cultural soft power and increases the strength of re
gional economy. 

2. 2 Economic function 
2. 2.1 Providing spiritual power for economic development. Folk 
custom has value-oriented role, and the formation of sense of worth 

in a region is often related to local folk custom, while sense of 
worth decides people's behavior and value choice. Value orienta

tion, ideology, moral standards and living habits in folk customs 

reflect thinking model , value pursuit , life attitude and needs in 
the region. Via thousands of years of baptism, folk custom has al

ready been deeply rooted in the hearts of the people , which affects 

local people's behavioral choices , and has great influence and re
strictive effect on regional economic development. China's small

scale peasant economy is taken as an example, and small-scale 
peasant economy in early period promotes social progress. But 
with transformation of production mode , agriculture is also gradu

ally modernized , and new-type agriculture has made great progress 
of regional development, while economy is declining in traditional 

area . Different thinking ways cause the two situations, while re
gional folk custom is an important cause of affecting thinking way. 

Although Shiyan is in mountain area, with inconvenient traffic, it 

has been committed to economic development and seeking new 
economic growth model. Just the unremitting style of the people 

and an attitude of willingness to work in Shiyan for a long time 

make Shiyan in a state of constant development. Although folk 
custom is intangible resource, it affects every aspect of people's 
life at every moment , and provides value orientation and spiritual 
motivation for the development of regional economy, making re

gional economy demonstrate vitality. 

2. 2. 2 Characteristic resources of carrying out economic activity. 
At present, folk custom is widely applied in tourism. For exam

ple , both the Water-splashing Festival of the Dai Nationality and 
the Torch Festival of the Yi Nationality could attract a large num

ber of tourists , which promotes the development of local economy 

and cultural communication. China is an inclusive country , and 
overall shows the characteristics of big mixed settlements and small 

settlements. Folk customs are different in each area , and each has 
its own characte ristics , such as well-proportioned garden building , 
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charming ice sculptures in Harbin, a small bridge over the flowing 

stream in Jiangnan, folk costume of Yunnan, and food and bever

age etiquette in every area. They all show folk customs with 
regional characteristics, become local valuable cultural wealth, 

and provide important resources for the development of regional 
economy. Shiyan has long history, and folk custom is more 

distinctive, such as Taoism culture and pilgrimage to the 
mountains in Wudang, yellow rice wine culture and the Book of 

Songs culture in Fangxian, Magpie Festival culture in Yunxi. 

With a little use, it can become a new growth point of the local 
economy, and help the economic development. Moreover, folk 
custom could not only be developed as tourism resource but also 
become culture resource and be used in product design and sha
ping of enterprise image , thereby creating characteristics for prod
ucts and enterprises , improving its inimitable symbol and enhan

cing its market competitiveness. 
2. 2. 3 Important source of creating product value. With rapid 

economic development, people buying goods are no longer limited 
to meeting material needs, and more and more consumers start to 
seek its inherent cultural value to meet their own spiritual needs. 

Using the consumers' pursuit of returning to the true and enthusi
asm for national characteristics, enterprises could merge folk cus

tom and characteristic culture in a series of links such as product 
conception, design concept, manufacturing, packaging, publici

ty, etc. , to improve its added value, and highlight the unique 
spiritual function and aesthetic value of products. It not only meets 

consumers' demands but also promotes the economic benefit of en

terprises. Many tourist attractions will be accompanied by special
ty sales areas , which not only promotes the development of tourism 

but also drives the sales of local handicraft products and other spe
cial commodities. In Wudang Mountain region, specialty stores 

can be found everywhere , and there are shops of all sizes situated 
on the roadside on the way up the mountain. The products contain 

not only Wudang Sword but also small ornaments rich in Taoist 
culture and Taoist costume merging modem elements with Taoist 

culture. Taoist culture is integrated into the design of these prod

ucts , and they are given a new meaning, thereby increasing its 
economic added value. It is clear that the products rich in folk 

custom could not only meet consumer's double demands of material 
and spirit but also stand out and win the favor of consumers. 

2. 2. 4 Driving the development of regional emerging industries. 
In recent years , rapid development of folk culture industry makes it 

become concern focus of many industries and sunrise industry with 
great development prospects. In future development, the position of 

folk culture industry in national economy will be promoted day by 

day, thereby beconling one of important pillar industries. Different 
from other industries, folk cui ture industry has stronger influence 

and wider radiation range. It could drive not only the development 
of culture-related industries but also the development of services, 
catering , crafts , transportation, clothing and other industries , there
by promoting the development of whole econonlic field. 

3 The relationship between folk custom and targeted 
poverty alleviation 
Although folk custom and targeted poverty alleviation are in differ-
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ent fields, they have inevitable link, and the connection is implic

it and objective. In short, folk custom and targeted poverty allevi

ation have the relationship of mutual influence and interaction. 
On the one hand, folk custom could act the process of targe

ted poverty alleviation. Excellent folk custom has its specific cul

tural and economic values, and education function of folk custom 
could enlighten human thinking and mind, educate people, pro

mote all-round development of human beings, and create good 
foundation and atmosphere for poverty alleviation by education. By 

uniqueness of folk custom, it could promote poverty alleviation by 

characteristic industries in poverty-stricken areas, and drive the 
growth of local economy. Meanwhile , folk custom also could re

strict the promotion of targeted poverty alleviation work. The folk
ways and customs of a region have long been deeply rooted in the 

hearts of the people , which has deep impact on people's behavior 

choice. So, when targeted poverty alleviation project is popular
ized in poverty-stricken areas, it will inevitably lead to some 

people's suspicion and even resistance psychology, thereby restric
ting the process of targeted poverty alleviation. Moreover, the 

spread of common practices of running banquets wantonly and 

comparison in poverty-stricken areas also could increase the eco
nomic burden of poor families , and make that poverty alleviation 

has little effect. 
On the other hand, the promotion of targeted poverty allevia

tion work also has greater impact on the development of folk cus

tom in poverty-stricken areas. Firstly, the development and use of 
some folk custom in implementation process of targeted poverty al

leviation work make that the connotation of folk custom is en

riched. It is not only a kind of special manner protecting folk cus
tom in poverty-stricken areas but also inheritance and development 

of folk custom. Economic benefit brought by targeted poverty alle
viation in poverty-stricken areas also provides good economic envi

ronment and more development space for continuous development 

of folk custom. Secondly, the promotion of targeted poverty allevi
ation improves infrastructure and traffic condition in the region, 

and rapid information dissemination and economic development 
make that the way of life in poverty-stricken areas is becoming 

more and more modem. To adapt to the development of the times , 

primitive folk custom is remained by merging new content or as
similated until it disappears, causing the collapse of folk customs 

in poverty-stricken areas. With omni-directional coverage of net

work, customs in other developed areas gradually infiltrate into 
poor mountainous areas, such as high dowry and betrothal gifts . It 

has the impact on the primitive marriage etiquette in poor areas, 
and causes that the nature of primitive customs has changed, and 
even develops toward bad direction[zJ. 

It needs dialectical thinking to analyze the relationship be
tween folk custom and targeted poverty alleviation. Both of them 

may promote each other, develop together, or restrict each other , 
thus making their development in a dilemma [J 1 . Therefore, it 

needs comprehensively considering potential adverse conditions 
when conducting targeted poverty alleviation by folk custom, and 
finding the equilibrium point to make both of them fully play its 

maximum role, thereby accelerating the pace of eliminating pover
ty and becoming rich in the region. 

4 bnpacts of folk custom on targeted poverty allevia
tion in poverty-stricken areas 
4. 1 Positive impacts 
4.1.1 Leading poverty alleviation through education. Poverty al

leviation through education is one of targeted poverty alleviation 
projects. The aim of poverty alleviation through education is im

proving cultivation of people's cultural, ideological and moral 
quality, exploring the wisdom of the masses, changing people's 

thinking way in poverty-stricken areas, emancipating his mind, 

reserving talent resources for the economic development in poverty
stricken areas, and playing the strength of the broad masses of the 

people, thereby enhancing poverty alleviation effect, making pov
erty-stricken areas out of poverty, and realizing common prosperi

ty. Folk custom has the unique function of cultivating people , is a 
kind of special education resources, and is rich in content and di

verse in form. Excellent folk custom could educate people and 
make the good atmosphere prevail in the whole society. Good folk 
custom is conducive to people cultivating their sentiments and good 

character, and could enrich people's knowledge and spiritual 
world, maintain people's mental health, improve people's practical 

ability , and stimulate people's creativity. Therefore, although folk 
custom is intangible, it has the function of educating people that 

book knowledge does not possess. If folk custom is merged into 
classroom education, it could not only promote all-round develop
ment of human beings but also make poverty alleviation through 

education obtain better effect. 
4. 1. 2 Promoting poverty alleviation through tourism. With con

tinuous development of tourism and continuous change of 
consumer's psychological needs , folk culture tourism gradually en

ters people's vision. Scenic spots with the slogan of eco-cultural 
tourism are becoming more and more popular with tourists , and 

folk culture tourism becomes new means of regional economic de
velopment. Although economy is backward in poverty-stricken are

as, there are plenty of folk culture resources , and it is important 

channel of overcoming poverty and achieving prosperity in poverty
stricken areas by developing folklore tourism[4 J. The economic 

benefits brought by folk customs can not be ignored , and the key 
is how to rationally plan development of scenic spots and make it 

play the maximum effect, thereby promoting the economic devel
opment of the whole region. In Hubei section of Qinba Mountains 

area, it has long history, containing Taoist culture , Shennong cul
ture , Chu culture and immigration culture, and the resulting folk 

customs are also diverse. In poverty alleviation by tourism in later 
period, folk custom should be rationally used, which could not on

ly help poor mountainous areas develop their economy but also car

ry forward and inherit excellent traditional culture , making folk 
custom rich in new era implication. 

4.1. 3 Promoting poverty alleviation through industry. In targe
ted poverty alleviation work, it vigorously advocates the develop

ment of characteristic industry in many places, while the reason 
why industry has its own characteristics is that it has uniqueness , 

creativity, practicability and economy. Folk custom is a cultural 
component with local characteristics that has been selected for 

thousands of years. The integration of folk custom and industry de

velopment could not only provide a steady stream of momentum for 
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the industry but also make folk custom develop. Moreover, folk 

custom has economic value of industrialization, could drive the de

velopment of many fields, and is helpful to develop characteristic 
handicraft industry in poverty-stricken areas. Using " Internet + 

traditional handicraft" and "Internet +characteristic industry" , it 

could open up new ideas for the development of poor mountainous 
areas, and guarantee successful completion of the targeted poverty 

alleviation task. 
4. 1. 4 Hindering returning to poverty to certain degree. Accord

ing to the past poverty alleviation experience, the problem of re

turning to poverty after poverty eradication will arise in many are
as, which is caused by insufficient endogenous motivation of pro

moting sustainable economic development. Sufficient playing edu
cational role of folk custom could enlighten people's creative think

ing , explore more applicable poverty alleviation measures, and in

crease the possibility of developing characteristic industry. Folk
lore tourism containing characteristic culture will attract more 

tourists' attention in the future, and folk custom injects immortal 
cultural connotation into the landscape, which makes that scenic 

spots can obtain more sustainable and benign development. The 

industry adding folk custom has multiple characteristics such as 
historicity, uniqueness and regionality at the same time. Addition

ally, folk custom could be able to keep pace with the times, and 
continuously inject fresh blood into the culture connotation of cor

porate, making that industry can flourish and last forever. It is 

clear that sufficiently playing the role of folk custom could main
tain sustainable and stable growth of regional economy, which is of 

great help to the poverty-stricken areas to get rid of poverty thor

oughly and could effectively hinder the problem of returning to 
poverty. 
4. 2 Negative impacts 
4. 2. 1 Stubborn conservatism obstructing the progress of regional 

thinking and implementation of targeted poverty alleviation work. 

Mter reform and opening-up , people's minds are becoming more 
and more open , and the mode of thinking also keeps pace with the 

times and continuously adapts to change of the times. However , 
stubborn conservatism still prevails in some poor mountainous are

as, which hinders the change of people's thoughts and the develop

ment of society, and makes targeted poverty alleviation work diffi
cult to be implemented normally. According to the understanding , 

some people in poor mountainous areas have serious thoughts of 

waiting, relying and demanding , and they are unwilling to make 
corresponding variations in the face of changes in the times and 

even are full of rejection to new things , while these phenomena 
have larger relationship with their living environment. Faced with 

emerging industries, many people hold a mentality of watching, 

are not willing to try, and even stick to the primitive small-scale 
peasant economy , thereby causing the predicament of depending 

on the god. It hinders promotion of new rural economic develop
ment mode, causes family poverty, and seriously obstructs the 
progress of targeted poverty alleviation work. Although it emphasi

zes gender equality at present, the thought of emphasizing men 
over women is still very serious in some areas, which has very 

great relationship with local customs and habits. The phenomenon 
blocks not only girls' development but also progress of the whole 
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society. Stubborn conservatism has great connection with local 

customs and much negative impact on the development of customs. 

It hinders not only the change of people's thinking mode but also 
economic development in poverty-stricken areas, and makes targe

ted poverty alleviation work come to a deadlock. 
4. 2. 2 Dross part in folk custom obstructing the economic devel

opment of poverty-stricken areas and affecting poverty alleviation 

effect. China has been a country of etiquette since ancient times, 
and a unique etiquette culture is formed in thousands of years of 

historic trend. Courtesy demanding reciprocity has always been the 
courtesy followed by the Chinese people, and marriages and funer
als everywhere are the proofs of relatives and friends expressing 
their wishes, courtesy demanding reciprocity. There's nothing 

wrong with this, but it is mixed with some bad atmosphere in con

temporary era , making originally simple customs and habits be
come obnoxious. It not only destroys the social atmosphere, and 

hurts people and money, but also increases economic load in many 
families. There are many cases on debt by marriage, which makes 

many families return to poverty overnight and generate family con

flict , affects family harmony, and hinders family development. At 
present, there are many unhealthy tendencies in society, such as 
money worship, luxury, waste and comparing psychology, which 
seriously affects harmony and stability of society, and hinders so

cial progress. Especially in poor mountainous areas, once this 

custom is formed, it increases economic load in poor families, 
makes that poverty alleviation is a fantastic dream, and seriously 

affects the effect of targeted poverty alleviation. 
4. 2. 3 Primitive folk custom affecting behavior selection of local 

people and making targeted poverty alleviation project difficult to 
popularize in an all-round way. Since folk custom has long histo

ry and is deeply rooted in people 's daily life , its influence is last

ing and far-reaching. When people face the choices, it is inevita
bly influenced by folk customs. Current targeted poverty allevia

tion project aims to help impoverished areas to realize hematopoi
etic function, and make poverty-stricken areas extricate them

selves from poverty by their own development. It indicates that 

poor areas need to have their own economic pillars, and poverty 
alleviation through industry becomes one of characteristics of tar

geted poverty alleviation. Based on the status quo of poor areas , 
such as inconvenient traffic, poor information and remote loca

tion, product sale becomes a difficulty, and the realization of in
dustrial profits is even more difficult. When poverty alleviation 

through industry is popularized in poor mountain areas , some 

people will inevitably have resistance to it based on long-term lif
estyle and habits and finial effect, thereby making poverty allevi

ation project difficult to be fully popularized, and finally causing 
that rural industry has small scale , less profit and difficult sale . 

Meanwhile , the decentralization of industry also greatly reduces 

the cluster efficiency, making that poverty alleviation through in
dustry becomes prattle. 

5 Conclusions 
In a word, it needs analyzing the influence of folk custom on targe

ted poverty alleviation from many angles, and we can't take a one-
(To page 32) 
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value. There are limitless possibilities. The first is to promote 

"ecology + leisure tourism". Relying on the ecological resources 

of the town, ecological genes can be integrated into the traditional 

leisure industry to create ecological and healthy leisure tourism 

projects. The second is to promote the " ecology + health holi
day". Through refining the connotation of medical care and com

bining traditional Chinese medicine , a full-age health and holiday 

industry with health and medical regimens as the core will be built 

from diet, accommodation , entertainment and many other aspects. 

3. 4 Highlighting cultural chann and enhancing development 
grade The underdeveloped regions of the central and western 

China lag behind the eastern regions in the stage of economic 

development. However, the advantages in cultural resources 

endowments are obvious. In particular, some traditional villages, 

ancient buildings and intangible cultural heritage give these 

regions a rich cultural heritage. This is also a unique advantage in 

the future to create a characteristic down and highlight the cultural 

taste. To create a characteristic town in an underdeveloped area, 

it is necessary to demonstrate cultural charm to enhance the 

development taste, including protecting the external cultural carri

er and cultivating the inner cultural qualities. The external cultur

al carrier covers historical celebrity human resources, ancient vil

lages, cultural sites, intangible cultural heritage, etc. Backward ar

eas must handle the relationship between protection and develop

ment. Under the premise of protecting the integrity and authenticity 

of the culture, the developed form and progress must be well 

planned. Within the carrying capacity of resources and environ

ment, tourism should be developed in moderation. Destructive 
development must be prevented resolutely. Cultural and creative en

terprises can be introduced in a timely manner. Through combining 

tradition with modernity through cultural creativity , fresh lift is 

brought to the old and heavy culture with technology and information 

technology, which is easier to be accepted by young people. 

4 Conclusions 
Promoting the construction of characteristic towns is of great signif

icant to underdeveloped cities. In developed or developing coun

tries, the construction and development of small towns have played 

a positive role in promoting industrial development and urbaniza

tion. Therefore, China has proposed to promote the construction of 

characteristic towns, promoting a new round of urbanization with 

the development of characteristic towns. For less developed cities , 

the construction of characteristic towns is a major opportunity, 

conducive to the optimizing industrial structure, utilizing industrial 

resources , promoting urbanization and promoting the development 

of new urbanization. Taking Yichun City as an example, combi

ning the natural and economic conditions of Yichun City, this arti

cle analyzes the advantages of its development characteristic 

towns. At the same time, the development paths for characteristic 

towns are proposed, including vigorously promoting the construc

tion of urban facilities, highlighting the characteristics relying on 

existing small towns, building the " ecology + leisure" characteris

tic industrial chain, highlighting the cultural charm , and impro

ving the development grade to explore regional industrial charac

teristics, cultural heritage , and ecological endowments, drive re

gional economic and urbanization development, and make up for 

the lack of urbanization and urban-rural integration in underdevel

oped areas in central China, thus providing useful reference for 

the development of characteristic towns in this type of underdevel

oped cities in central China. 
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sided view of the problem. Folk custom has its advantages , but 
still needs to abandon the old-fashioned and unhealthy atmos
phere. So, it should look at folk customs from a dialectical per
spective . It should inherit and develop its essence, and stop and 
eliminate the dregs. In targeted poverty alleviation process, it 
should not only rationally use folk custom but also make best use 
of the advantages and bypass the disadvantages , and select a more 
appropriate development way. 
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